
Snapshot of Sixth Form Life
Terms 1 and 2 - November 2019



Hello and welcome to the first issue of Snapshot of Sixth 
Form Life!

It has been an extremely busy and exciting start to the 
new academic year and we are proud to share with you 
all of the different things our Sixth Form students have 
been up to. 

These opportunities range across the full academic and 
social spectrum including: listening to lectures on cells at 
Oxford University, training for the Ten Tors 
Challenge, competing EU-wide in a translation 
competition, experiencing plays and musicals, hearing 
a debate on the future of democracy and finding out 
about the possibility of  "thinking" text messages!! 

We hope you enjoy reading all about the first few terms 
at Stroud High Sixth Form. We are already looking 
forward to compiling our next edition!

Sarah Tapscott 
Head of Sixth Form



Visit by Stroud MP David 
Drew

Politics

On 7 October David Drew kindly took 
time out from his busy schedule to 
come and talk to our Year 12 and 13 
students about the current political 
climate. 

Our students were fully engaged in 
what he had to say and Mr Drew 
endeavoured to answer a series of very 
pertinent questions on topics 
including:

- the activities of extinction rebellion
- the possibility of a unity government
-anti-semitism within the Labour Party
-votes of conscience
- lowering the voting age to 16
-how to appeal to younger voters
-mandatory voting

Yr13 Visit to Houses of 
Parliament

Politics

On 1 October our Year 13 students 
travelled to the Houses of Parliament. 

Parliament was supposed to be in 
recess at the time and the students 
were pleasantly surprised to see MPs in 
action in the House of Commons and 
House of Lords!

Brexit Debate with Femi 
Oluwole
On 22 October, Femi Oluwole came to 
talk to our Politics students about 
Brexit and the effect on the younger 
generation of a potential Brexit deal.

Femi graduated from Nottingham 
University with a degree in Law and 
French  and has worked for human 
rights agencies /Non-Governmental 
Organisations.



Psychology students explore 
the world of neuroscience

On 18 October, 30 Year 12 students visited 
Cleeve School for an afternoon with Dr Guy 
Sutton. Dr Sutton is a Professor at the University 
of Nottingham Medical School and spent the 
hour engaging students with a summary of recent 
research in the field of neuroscience. 

Students learnt about the potential uses of 
organoids (tiny human brains, grown in 
petri-dishes) as well as listening to a recording of 
someone's thoughts which had been uploaded 
onto a computer! 

They contemplated the development in 
technology which will allow them to 'think' their 
text messages to each other and the ethical issues 
around this type of research. 

Students left fascinated, but also slightly terrified, 
about what is to come in the world of 
neuroscience!



Geographers hone fieldwork skills

Year 12 Geographers will be visiting Kilve in Somerset on 2 and 3 December to 
hone their fieldwork skills, collecting data on infiltration rates to support their work 
on Water and the Carbon Cycle and to practice writing this up before developing 
their own fieldwork investigation later in the year, which will form 20% of their 

final A Level grade.



United Nations Training Day
In preparation for their visit to the United Nations in 
New York or Geneva, Year 12 students attended a 
day of talks and discussions organised by Serene 
Communications and Mrs King.  

Students were given a presentation on the history of 
the UN and how it functions and carried out group 
exercises on their background knowledge of the 
Human Rights Council, CSW, CEDAW and WPS.  

Students also engaged in a brainstorming session 
where they discussed 12 areas of critical concern and 
how they relate to their lives. They studied and 
discussed several papers on the advancement of 
equality of women and men, economy and power and 
self-knowledge and cultural relativism among others.  

During the afternoon session, students were given 
advice on networking practice, presentation skills 
and how to get the most out of the talks they will 
attend.

An intensive but extremely invaluable experience. 



Mathematics students to challenge themselves  

Maths Inspiration

On 28 November, a group of 
Year 12 students will be 
attending a Maths Inspiration 
event at the Bristol Hippodrome.

Maths Inspiration is a national 
programme of interactive maths 
lectures giving students the 
opportunity to experience the 
UK's most inspiring maths 
speakers presenting mathematics 
in the context of real-world 
applications.

Senior  Maths Chal lenge

On 27 November four A level 
Mathematics students will be 
taking part in the Senior Maths 
Challenge at Wycliffe College.

This is a competition giving 
students the opportunity to 
tackle a variety of mathematical 
activities whilst developing both 
teamwork and communication 
skills.



Hustings event ahead of General Election
 We have arranged for 

representatives of various political 
parties to attend a Hustings Event 

on Tuesday 3 December ahead of the 
General Election.  

The event will allow our Year 13 
students, 34% of whom will be 
eligible to vote in the General 
Election, the opportunity to 

question the following on their 
party's policies:  

Brexit Party - Desi Latimer 
 Conservative Party - Siobhan Baillie 

 Green Party - Molly Scott Cato 
 Labour Party - David Drew 

 Libertarian Party - Glen Goggerly 



Biologists to experience Oxford University lectures

On 4 December our Year 12 Biologists will be travelling to Oxford University to 
attend a day of talks and activities on cells - highly relevant to the topics they have 

covered so far as part of their A level Biology studies. 
They will have an opportunity to attend lectures at the University, hopefully raising 

their aspirations towards applying to Oxford or Cambridge next year. An 
exceptional experience!



Sociologists to hear influential 
speakers at Sociology in Action 
Conference

On 12 December, Year 12 and 13 
Sociology students will attend the 
Sociology in Action conference at the 
Emmanuel Centre in London.

The day will involve a series of talks 
on contemporary issues in Sociology 
by key theorists such as Germaine 
Greer, Beverley Skeggs and Tom 
Shakespeare. 

They will also take part in a lively 
exam skills session.



Cyber Experience @CyNam

On 10 October some of our Year 12 Computer 
Science students attended the third Cyber 
Cheltenham (CyNam) Event of 2019 that allowed 
them to listen to numerous talks by industry 
professionals ranging from the Head of the NCSC 
to one of the Chief Cyber Security Specialists at 
EDF Energy.  

The goal of CyNam is to bring together the best 
technology minds from local SME?s and Startups 
to fully harness the rich cyber security ecosystem 
that flourishes around Cheltenham. 

The event highlighted the issues currently faced 
by industries in OT and IoT and was co-hosted by 
@SopraSteriaPS. It gave our students the 
opportunity to interact with senior and 
influential members of the cyber community. A 
fantastic learning experience.



Drama students enjoy Six - The Musical 

On 10 November , our  GCSE and A level  drama students visi ted 
the  Oxford Playhouse to see a production of Six. 

Six is a cr i t ical ly acclaimed musical , which tel ls the story of Henry VIII?s six w ives, 
remixing 500 years of history into a celebration of 21st century female power . 

The show  was nominated for  f ive Ol ivier  Awards.



An Evening with Kamal Ahmed of BBC News 

On Saturday 12 November Stroud High hosted an engaging conversation between Editorial 
Director of BBC News Kamal Ahmed and local BBC Points West journalist and presenter Seb 
Choudhury. Kamal was introduced by Year 12 students Ruby Hyde and Maddie Rudkin. The 
event was held in partnership with Stroud Book Festival and focused on Kamal's new memoir 

The Life and Times of a Very British Man. The evening proved to be a fascinating, funny, 
hopeful, thought-provoking, optimistic look at race, prejudice, identity and Britain.



"This is Shakespeare's sharp-tongued 
comedy and its wit and romance at its best" 

(WhatsOnStage)

English LiteratureFormer Stroud High 
student's debut novel

Ex-SHS student Rosie Price met up 
with her former English teacher Mr 
Hannam at the Stroud Book Festival to 
talk about her debut novel, What Red 
Was.  

Rosie's novel has been described by 
The Guardian as marking "the arrival of 
an exciting new voice in fiction ... so 
assured, so confident in its plotting and 
charactisation, that it seems like the work 
of a seasoned author".   

Rosie reminisced with Mr Hannam 
about her SHS English lessons - 
remembering in particular a lesson on 
Jabberwocky! 

Rosie is a Cambridge University 
graduate and prior to becoming a 
novelist worked in a literary agency. 
The film rights to her novel have been 
commissioned by the BBC!

Visit to See Much Ado 
About Nothing

Our Year 12 English students were 
given the opportunity to see the 
well received production of Much 
Ado About Nothing at the 
renowned Tobacco Factory in 
Bristol. 

The students found the production 
"inspiring" and "entertaining" and 
made the late night worthwhile.  

The Tobacco Theatre Company is 
well known for its productions of 
Shakespeare and is one of the UK's 
few Theatre-in-the-Round 
auditoria making it a unique venue.

With many thanks to Ms Forino for 
organising the trip.  



Creative Writing Classes with Adam Horovitz

Our sixth form students have been engaged in Creative Writing sessions with 
renowned local poet, performer and author Adam Horovitz. Adam's first full 

collection of poetry,Turning, was published in 2011. He was awarded the 
Hawthornden Fellowship in 2012 and his memoir of growing up in the 1970s and 

1980s Cider with Rosie Country, A Thousand Laurie Lees was published in 2014. 



Students attend debate on Does Democracy Have a Future?

Year 12 and Year 13 students attended a debate at the Stroud Sub Rooms organised 
by the Stroud Book Festival on the future of democracy. On the panel were Green 
Party MEP for the South West Molly Scott Cato, former Egypt correspondent for 
The Guardian and author Jack Shenker and David Runciman, Head of Politics and 
International Relations at Cambridge University and author of numerous books on 
contemporary politics. Our students have been commissioned to write an article for 

Stroud News & Journal on the debate.



MFL Events

On 21 November, our Yr13 
Spanish students took part in the 
?Juvenes Translatores? 
competition, a translation 
competition run by the 
European Commission. Our 
students competed against the 
best young linguists across the 
EU. 

As part of A-level Spanish 
studies, on 28 November sixth 
form students will have the 
opportunity to have Spanish 
dance tuition, to bring their 
studies of Spanish culture to life. 
It will give them a chance to 
understand the importance that 
Spanish dance has in Spain and 
the rest of the world!

We are looking forward to 
welcoming sixth form 
language students from across 
Gloucestershire when Stroud 
High will host the annual MFL 
Languages Day on 27 
November. 

Students will engage in a series 
of one hour lectures delivered 
by native speakers in French, 
German and Spanish 
addressing topics on the A 
level syllabus. 



Ten Tors Challenge

A group of Year 12 students are keen to take part in the annual Ten Tors Challenge and have 
begun training in earnest! In October they completed their initial practice in Dartmoor with 

Mrs Price.  The event takes places in May and involves 2,400 students in 400 teams of six 
navigating routes of between 35 and 55 miles over the Northern half of Dartmoor visiting ten 
nominated tors/ check points in under two days. We will keep you posted as to our students' 

progress!



Photoshoot

On Monday 11 November sixth form staff and students took 
part in a photoshoot  - here are some behind the scenes photos 
from the day.  The photos will appear on our website and you 

may even see them on our social media accounts. We are excited 
to showcase the final images in the next edition of Snapshot!



Duke of Edinburgh Award

Huge congratulations  to Mia and Elena 
who completed their Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award last year and who travelled 
to St. James' Palace in October to collect 
their Award.

Inspiration for our current group of 
Duke of Edinburgh students who will 
start their initial training on 21 
November. 



Annual Christmas Concert 

Come and join us, to 
start the Christmas 

season off.

There will be festive 
classics performed by 
the Senior Orchestra, 
the Junior & Senior 
Choirs, plus other 

instrumental 
ensembles.

 Our Sixth Form 
students will be taking 

part in the annual 
Christmas Carol Concert 
to be held on Tuesday 3 

December at Holy 
Trinity Church Stroud. 

The main soloists will be 
students from Year 12 

and Year 13.  



Everything is Possible

Stroud High Sixth Form

www.stroudhighsixthform.co.uk

@6thformSHS

@stroudhighsixthform

Sixth Form Open Evening - Weds 22 January 2020 - 5pm to 8pm
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